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TAGS: ECOSOC, TSPA 

SUBJECT: 63RD ECOSOC CONSIDERATION OF GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT 

REF.: GENEVA 6285 

1 . DEL SHOULD CONSULT WITH UK DEL (DALTON) ON COLOMBIAN 
ATTEMPT TO HAVE ECOSOC CONSIDER GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT (GSO) 
ISSUE AND SHOULD INTERVENE IN ECOSOC DEBATE AS APPRO- 
PRIATE TO SUPPORT UK LEAD ON THIS ISSUE. U.S. OBJECTIVE 

IS TO AVOID ECOSOC CONSIDERATION OF GSO ISSUE. 

2. GSO ISSUE WAS RAISED BY COLOMBIANS AT JUNE 
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1977 MEETING OF UN COMMITTEE ON 

PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE BUT GOT NO SUPPORT FOR THE 
RIGHT OF SUBJACENT STATES TO EXERCISE SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
THE GSO. IN ADDRESSING GSO ISSUE, DEL SHOULD DRAW AS 
NECESSARY ON FOLLOWING STATEMENTS: 

A. GSO IS BUT ONE OF AN INFINITE NUMBER OF ORBITS INTO 
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WHICH SATELLITES CAN BE PLACED AND ITS PARTICULAR 
CHARACTERISTICS ARE FUNCTIONS OF BOTH THE TOTAL GRAVITA- 
TIONAL FIELD OF THE EARTH AND THE ROTATION OF THE WHOLE 
EARTH. 

B. THERE IS NO RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GSO AND ANY 
UNDERLYING COUNTRY. ENTRY INTO GSO CAN BE ACHIEVED 
THROUGH LAUNCH FROM ANY COUNTRY ON EARTH; THE ENERGY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INSERTION INTO GSO VARY WITH PAYLOAD MASS 
AND LATITUDE OF LAUNCH AMONG OTHER FACTORS. THE ORBIT IS 
COMPLETELY UNAFFECTED BY NATIONAL BOUNDARIES ON THE 
EARTH. 

C. BECAUSE OF PERTURBATIVE EFFECTS ARISING FROM THE 
ACTIONS OF THE SUN. MOON AND LARGE PLANETS, AS WELL AS 
FROM ASYMMETRIES IN THE EARTH'S MASS DISTRIBUTION, THE 
GSO IS NOT ONE IN WHICH A SATELLITE WILL REMAIN STEADY 
INDEFINITELY. IT IS ACHIEVABLE ONLY TO AN APPROXIMATION 
AND SATELLITES REQUIRE ADJUSTMENT MANEUVERS TO MAINTAIN 
A STEADY GSO. 

D. GIVEN THE EARTH'S MASS AND ROTATION RATE, THE GSO 
IS ROUGHLY 22,300 MILES ABOVE THE EARTH’S SURFACE. IT IS 
THEREFORE FAR BEYOND THE ALTITUDES OF MOST SATELLITES 
CURRENTLY IN ORBIT OR PLANNED. 
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E. REGARDLESS OF THE ABSENCE OF ANY SPECIFIC AGREED-UPON 
DEFINITION OR DELIMITATION OF OUTER SPACE, THERE IS NO 
TECHNICAL OR LEGAL BASIS FOR CONSIDERING THE GSO NOT TO 
LIE IN OUTER SPACE. THEREFORE, ITS USE MUST BE GUIDED BY 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE 1967 TREATY. 

F. THERE IS NO BASIS WITHIN THE 1967 TREATY FOR TREATING 
GSOS DIFFERENTLY FROM ANY OTHER ORBITS. FURTHERMORE, 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY PRECLUDE ANY CLAIMS OF 
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY OVER GSOS OR PORTIONS THEREOF. 

G. GSOS WERE UNDERSTOOD AND UTILIZED BEFORE AND DURING 
THE NEGOTIATION OF THE 1967 TREATY AND IT IS CLEAR THAT 
NO DISTINCTION WAS INTENDED TO BE DRAWN NOR ANY SPECIAL 
TERMS INTENDED TO APPLY TO GSOS. 

VANCE 
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